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In the arts this month: flying Venuses and sputtering fountains.

Books e

PETER HARRINGTON
ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLER
1040 Fulham Road, London,
peter-harrington-books.com.
London’s premier antiquarian
bookseller takes up four floors
in Chelsea; all items are
available for purchase online.

Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone
By LK. Rowling (about 537,000}
Publizher Bloomsbury printed
arily SO0 u;pmf‘\ in the first
edition of the first boak o t
saries (krowr in
r's Stone) L‘J' those,
200 went to schools
and libraries. This is a pristine
copy of one of the rest

They Got Me Covered
By Bob Hope {about 54,500)

The comedian™s 1941 autobeogra-
piny=—and the source for his first
r-Ir-. with Sar .f'_v-'_ tenye This Copny

cludes a signed note to Bng
rosiy (who wrote the foresword)
1 the inside cover: “To Bing

Wiithout you this book would be

pratty stale. Thanks, Bob

The Fountainhead

By Ayn Rand {about 580,000)
This first edition, reputedhy
from Rand's perscnal library,
ismnah well-preserved
dust jacket and appears,
rmuraculoushy, 1o be unread

1977 (about 5700}

The cover, signed by Ardy
tures Mick lagger
anta Claus, Carrying Imain
and Paul von Ravenstein in
g sack
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DRAGON BOOKS

2954 Beverly Clen Circle,
Bel-Air, California; dragonbooks
«com. Located just off
Mulholland Drive, this wood-
paneled shop is where multi-
media entrepreneur Jay Penske
mconlights as a bookseller. Be
sure to check out the eraotica
section upstairs,

Emma
By lane Austen (545,000)
One of onby 2,000 copies of the
first edition of Austen’s last and
5 st nowel, in three
rmes, The

or the literate

socialite

High Adventure
By Sir Edmund Hillary (51,5000
Why buy this memaoir from the
man who conquered Everest?
Becausa it's there, of course
This I'-':I";':. first edition, boldhy
signed by Sir Edmund on the
half-title page, will be a thrill for
the adventure seeker and social
climber alike

Baby Dol

By Tennessee Williams (S450)

A wandarful, near perfect copy

1957 favorite, with the
riginal dust jackat

odesigned Oy graphic designer

Donald Creen, who was the Chip
Kidd of his day.

£

of thig
vibrant o

The Picture of Dorlan Gray

By Oscar Wilde ($7,000)

Wilde’s anly novel was roundly

criticized as immoral and caused

a great scandal wpon ts release

n t-u_ This first edition, bownd
t-stamped Moroccan leath

< beautiful encugh for Lady

Windermere's drawing room

www.wmagazine.com

TCAKES (AND

See It
[VENUS] There is a special quality to lan

artistry: As the instrument of genius—the by
brcalsdmrn,then'uxleafﬂtprmm 0]
simpler but more potent. Consider Billie Ha
Lady in Autenny, Monet at Giverny and,
Peter 0"Toole in Verss, a wondrous ney
from director Roger Michell. O Toole pk
Maurice, a once famous stage actor whos
by on bit parts and rascally charm. He'sahe
old coot, even if prostate surgery has rendeng
impotent, and he inexcplicably falls in love v
teenager from the provinces [ Jodie Whit
who stuffs her face with junk food and reses
low lot in life. Maurice wants her, though, a
christens her Venus, even as he continues

near the end you fee] you are actually w:
sonil escape from its mortal coil. —KEVINWE

Skip It

[THE FOUNTAIN] Pretentious, costly pof
cock: Darren Aronofsky’s latest movie

wild, As the movie’s three parallel storylin
spanning 1,000 years unfold, it becomes

that the fountain in question is the fountal
of youth. {Or, perhaps, a fountain pen: Ing
queasy scene, star Hugh Jackman—th
replacement for Brad Pitt, who sensiblyd
out—uszes a gold squib to tattoo himself

begs for the riposte: “1'd make a better mg
than Aronofsky has.” If the director want
ate a new mythology—and his use of sud
bols as a gold ring suggests he does—hef
bear in mind that the Lord of the Ringsti
relies on plot, not just camera trickerg If
other hand, he wants to make art, then he
just call Matthew Barney's gallery and les
rest of us alone. The Fountarn, though, i
fish nor fowl, and its only blessing is that
minutes, it doesn't go on forever, — KR



